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What |s Anlmal Welfare?
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Three Circles Model

Overlapping circles

indicate interactions

between aspects of
animal welfare

Affective
State

(Fraser et al., 1997)
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To support dog welfare:

Attend to physical health
Attend to behavioral health

Design environments to
promote wellbeing




Meet Physical Needs!

L

Provide:
Nourishing food

Fresh water

Physical exercise

Veterinary care, grooming

Safe environment




Meet Behavioral Needs!

Provide:

* Opportunities to express rewarding behaviors
(e.g., digging, chewing)

* Social housing and play sessions

* Positive interactions with human caretakers

* Low stress handling

* Enrichment items (e.g., toys, music, chew items)

Reward-based training sessions




Meet Environmental Needs!
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* Provide a complex environment (e.g., ramps, stairs,
multiple flooring substrates)

e ‘ * Minimize loud noises, aversive odors
* Maintain appropriate air quality, temperature, humidity
* Provide soft, dry resting area

* Provide access to fresh air, sunshine, natural substrates
(e.g., grass, soil)
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Good Welfare

Be Able
to Express
Natural
Behaviors

Function Well Feel Well

Physical Health Behavioral Health




Healthy

Comfortable

Well-nourished .
Safe

Able to express
rewarding natural
behaviors
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What does Poor Animal Welfare Look Like?
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An animal who is:

 Suffering from pain, fear, or distress
* Diseased
* Immunosuppressed

—

* Physically wounded

* Areduced life expectancy
* Impaired growth N
* Reduced reproduction
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How is Animal Welfare Assessed?

e Physiological measures (e.g., stress hormones,
immune function)

* Physical health measures (e.g., body condition,
illness, injury, reproductive performance)

* Behavioral measures (e.g., fear, repetitive
behaviors, play)

HINT: Assessing both positive and negative
indicators is important
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* Tailor care to the
individual needs and
preferences of each
dog

* Regularly monitor
welfare

* Adjust practices and
interventions as
needed




F AQ Meeting the physical needs of dogs (e.g., providing fobd, w;;\ter,
shelter, health care) is not enough to ensure their welfare.

While it is very
important to make
sure that the

physical needs of
dogs are met, it is |
also critical to attend | |
to their behavioral i
needs.

{J%l ndace C. Croney, PhD. All rights reserve

AN



Learn More:

* Animal Welfare Concepts: Applications to
Dogs

* Assessing Kennel Dog Welfare

 Kenneled Dog Welfare: Challenges of Field
Assessment
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