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Dogs are social creatures that benefit                    
from interac4ons with people, other dogs,             

and other animals!

Ensure that all 
social interac/ons 

are safe and 
pleasurable for 

everyone involved
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Dogs might interact with other animals 
through greetings, smelling, playing, or simply 

watching!
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Beneficial interac4ons between 
dogs and people can include 

many types of ac4vi4es!

Learn More: At-a-Glance Social Interac/ons – People

https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-dogs-and-people-croney-research-group/
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Low Stress 
Handling Improves 

Dog Welfare

Prac/cing handling in a posi/ve way with puppies can 
help prevent stress responses to handling later in life

Learn More: At-a-Glance Social Interac/ons – Handling

https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-handling-croney-research-group/


Engaging with dogs using 
positive reinforcement 

training can increase 
confidence in social 
interactions, reduce 

problem behaviors, and 
improve dog welfare 
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Learn More: At-a-Glance 
Social Interac/ons – Skills

https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-skills-croney-research-group/
https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-skills-croney-research-group/


Learn More: At-a-Glance Social Interac/ons – Dogs
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Social interac/ons with other 
dogs through housing and play 
sessions are beneficial for dog 

welfare

https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-dogs-and-other-dogs-croney-research-group/
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6 Ways to Support Beneficial Interac4ons                 
for Dogs in Breeding Kennels

Provide interactions that the dogs feel positive about, not 
neutral or negative.  Learn how to interpret body language 
and monitor it consistently to ensure positive interactions.
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Adhere to safety 
precau/ons for social 
interac/ons (e.g., healthy, 
clean, appropriate social 
groups, monitoring)

6 Ways to Support Beneficial Interac4ons                 
for Dogs in Breeding Kennels
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Prepare for social interac/ons in advance 
(e.g., be ready with treats, tools, plans)

6 Ways to Support Beneficial Interac4ons                 
for Dogs in Breeding Kennels
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Tailor interac/ons to the 
needs and preferences of 
each individual dog. 
Offering op/ons of how to 
engage (e.g., pet, play) and 
leLng the dog choose can 
increase their engagement!

6 Ways to Support Beneficial Interac4ons                 
for Dogs in Breeding Kennels



©2021 Candace C. Croney, PhD. All rights reserved.

Provide social interac/ons 
with unknown (to the 
dog) people, other dogs, 
and other animals

6 Ways to Support Beneficial Interac4ons                 
for Dogs in Breeding Kennels
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Provide opportuni/es for social interac/ons with other 
animals that may be met in adult life (e.g., cats, livestock)

6 Ways to Support Beneficial Interac4ons                 
for Dogs in Breeding Kennels
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Social Interac4ons: Things to Avoid

• Failure to monitor body language in order to ensure positive experiences

• Providing items that the dogs feel neutral or negative about
• Overlooking safety needs for social interactions (e.g., healthy, clean, 

appropriate social groups, monitoring, resource management)

• Entering into social interactions unprepared (e.g., without treats, tools, 
plans)

• Providing a one-size-fits-all experience for all dogs without choice or novelty

• Only exposing dogs to known humans, dogs, and other animals
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Social Interac4ons: Things to Avoid (con4nued)

• Limi/ng caretaker interac/ons to only husbandry requirements 
such as feeding and grooming

• U/lizing punishment-based training methodologies and failing to 
implement low-stress handling

• Housing dogs alone or in poorly-matched groups
• Structuring play sessions with disregard for individual play styles

• Inadvertently promo/ng high arousal and frustra/on without 
monitoring and intervening as needed

• Posi/oning play/exercise areas in view of dogs restricted to pens 
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Learn More:

• At-a-Glance Social Interac0ons – Dogs

• At-a-Glance Social Interac0ons – Handling

• At-a-Glance Social Interac0ons – People

• At-a-Glance Social Interac0ons – Skills

• Quick Tips for Success: Adult Dog Body Handling 

• Adult Dog Body Handling Checklist

• Body Language Handout

• The role of caretaker interac0ons in environmental 
enrichment for kenneled dogs

https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-dogs-and-other-dogs-croney-research-group/
https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-handling-croney-research-group/
https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-dogs-and-people-croney-research-group/
https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-skills-croney-research-group/
https://vet.purdue.edu/discovery/croney/files/documents/211105%20-%20QT%20Adult%20Dog%20Body%20Handling.pdf
https://vet.purdue.edu/discovery/croney/files/documents/211105%20-%20Check%20Adult%20Dog%20Body%20Handling.PDF
https://vet.purdue.edu/discovery/croney/files/documents/211207%20--%20Canine%20Body%20Language%20Handout%20new%202021.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/VA/VA-15-W.pdf?_ga=2.229413852.1912691168.1656084318-1633788329.1644368136
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/VA/VA-15-W.pdf?_ga=2.229413852.1912691168.1656084318-1633788329.1644368136

