
©2021 Candace C. Croney, PhD. All rights reserved.

Social 
Interac-ons:

Skills
Croney Research Group



Training 
Methodology

Posi%ve reinforcement is 
scien%fically supported 

as the most humane and 
effec%ve training method
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Training Methodology

• Nega%ve or “balanced” methods of training have been correlated 
with fear behaviors including avoidance, aggression, or other 
problem behaviors

• Compromised welfare from training methods can carry over outside 
of the training context
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4 Ways that 
Training Improves 

Dog Welfare

1) Behaviors can be taught 
that increase ac%ve 
par%cipa%on and comfort 
during husbandry (e.g., 
coopera%ve grooming and 
veterinary care)



©2021 Candace C. Croney, PhD. All rights reserved.

2) Reduces the frequency of 
problem behaviors (e.g., fear of 
strangers, nuisance behavior)

4 Ways that Training 
Improves Dog Welfare
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3) Improves the dog-
human rela%onship

4 Ways that Training 
Improves Dog Welfare
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4) Facilitates outcomes for 
puppies and rehomed 
re%red adult dogs that are 
desirable for new families 
(e.g., manners, response to 
cues, coopera%ve body 
handling)

4 Ways that Training 
Improves Dog Welfare



Skills to Teach for 
Successful Rehoming

• Focus on handler
• Basics: recall, sit, down, 

stay
• Acclimation to a leash, 

collar, and harness 
• Taking treats from a hand in 

MANY locations
• Active husbandry 

participation (cooperative 
care)
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How to Improve 
Dog Welfare 

through Training

• Offer posi%ve, fun training 
sessions weekly

• Training is most effec%ve with 
dog’s younger than 6 months of 
age, but important for all stages 
of life!
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Learn More:

• At-a-Glance Social Interac0ons – Applica0on

• At-a-Glance Social Interac0ons – Dogs

• At-a-Glance Social Interac0ons – Handling

• At-a-Glance Social Interac0ons – People

• Quick Tips for Success: Adult Dog Body Handling 

• Adult Dog Body Handling Checklist

• Body Language Handout

• The role of caretaker interac0ons in environmental 
enrichment for kenneled dogs

https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-applications-croney-research-group/
https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-dogs-and-other-dogs-croney-research-group/
https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-handling-croney-research-group/
https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-dogs-and-people-croney-research-group/
https://vet.purdue.edu/discovery/croney/files/documents/211105%20-%20QT%20Adult%20Dog%20Body%20Handling.pdf
https://vet.purdue.edu/discovery/croney/files/documents/211105%20-%20Check%20Adult%20Dog%20Body%20Handling.PDF
https://vet.purdue.edu/discovery/croney/files/documents/211207%20--%20Canine%20Body%20Language%20Handout%20new%202021.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/VA/VA-15-W.pdf?_ga=2.229413852.1912691168.1656084318-1633788329.1644368136
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/VA/VA-15-W.pdf?_ga=2.229413852.1912691168.1656084318-1633788329.1644368136

