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Support social interactions between dogs!

• Group housing

• Play sessions 



Social housing is good for 
dog welfare
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• Increased sleeping 

• Increased exploration
• Increased social interaction and play

• Improved dog-human relationship

• Fewer stereotypies, undesirable 
behaviors, and vocalizations
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Play matters!
• Promotes 

development of 
motor skills

• Supports social 
relationships

• Decreases behaviors 
associated with stress



Ensure that social interactions are safe 
and positive for all dogs involved
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House dogs in appropriate groups that support 
positive social interactions

3 Ways to Support Beneficial Interactions 
between Dogs in Breeding Kennels
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Structure play sessions based on well-matched play 
styles and minimize high arousal and frustration by 
monitoring and intervening as needed

3 Ways to Support Beneficial Interactions 
between Dogs in Breeding Kennels
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Position play/exercise areas out 
of view of dogs restricted to pens

3 Ways to Support Beneficial Interactions 
between Dogs in Breeding Kennels
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• It is great for dogs to have the opportunity to build relationships 
with other dogs in their home pens

• This is a wonderful way to support social interactions. Additionally, 
it is beneficial for dogs to have social interactions in exercise pens 
with dogs that live outside of their home pens

• This will increase the enrichment value of the interactions and will 
also support social confidence

Social housing is not enough to provide adequate 
socialization with other dogsFAQ 
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Learn More:

• At-a-Glance Social Interactions – Application

• At-a-Glance Social Interactions – People

• At-a-Glance Social Interactions – Handling

• At-a-Glance Social Interactions – Skills

• Quick Tips for Success: Adult Dog Body Handling 

• Adult Dog Body Handling Checklist

• Body Language Handout

• The role of caretaker interactions in environmental enrichment for kenneled dogs
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https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-applications-croney-research-group/
https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-dogs-and-people-croney-research-group/
https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-handling-croney-research-group/
https://caninewelfare.centers.purdue.edu/resource/at-a-glance-social-interactions-skills-croney-research-group/
https://vet.purdue.edu/discovery/croney/files/documents/211105%20-%20QT%20Adult%20Dog%20Body%20Handling.pdf
https://vet.purdue.edu/discovery/croney/files/documents/211105%20-%20Check%20Adult%20Dog%20Body%20Handling.PDF
https://vet.purdue.edu/discovery/croney/files/documents/211207%20--%20Canine%20Body%20Language%20Handout%20new%202021.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/VA/VA-15-W.pdf?_ga=2.229413852.1912691168.1656084318-1633788329.1644368136

